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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
& OPERA INSIGHTS 
Thursday, September 20, 2007 
Harwelden, 2210 S. Main 

 

5:00 p.m. Meeting 

 

5:30 p.m. Wine & Cheese 

 

6:00 p.m.  Opera Insights 
Chairman, Board of Directors 
Program:  Tosca  
Presenter:  Mark Armstrong 
Valet Parking provided 

  

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
Friday, October 19, 2007 11:30 a.m. 
Marilyn Fowler, Hostess 
6911 S. Florence Avenue 
Chairman: Leslie Moore  

 

Program by: Dixie Reppe, Interim  

 

General Director, Tulsa Opera, Inc. 

  

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
Friday, November 16, 2007  11:30 a.m. 
Irene Letcher, Hostess 
3416 S Florence Ave. 
Chairman, Peggy Char 
Program:  Jewelry and Silk Design  
Creations 
Presenter: Irene Letcher      

         

From the President                      
Sandi Hodges 

Great things are happening in the Guild 
of Tulsa Opera!  This is because of 
enthusiastic members who have been 
planning various programs, events, and 
parties this summer.    

As we welcome thirty-one new members 
as of August 1, and with our existing 
membership, we are providing support 
for Tulsa Opera, Inc., one of the greatest 
treasures of this city and one of the 
finest Opera Companies in North 
America.  This 2007-2008 Season will 
feature Tosca, Lakmé, and The Magic 
Flute.  How exciting is that?!  

Special occasions are offering eighteen 
fund-raisers starting with “A Tribute to 
the Late Beverly Sills” on September 8, 
in the lovely home of Marilyn Strange. 
John and Sandy Stava will open their 
beautiful home for a Gourmet Dinner and 
Cabaret on September 16.  

Dinner for six will be in Orpha Harnish’s 
charming home with a viewing of 
Orpha’s Paperweights.  

Mark your calendar now for the fabulous 
“BRAVO” (Heart of a Child), on February 
8, 2008.  Carolyn Polston and her 
committee have been hard at work this 
summer planning a Gourmet Dinner with 
some of the finest Tulsa Chefs.    

“BRAVO” will include a live and silent 
auction and outstanding entertainment. 
The Guild’s first membership meeting 
will be Opera Insights, September 20, at 

Harwelden, 2210 S. Main, with Mark 
Armstrong as the guest presenter for 
the program on Tosca.  

These events are only a sample of the 
varied activities The Guild of Tulsa 
Opera offers.  There is something for 
everyone – Education, Hospitality, 
Fund-raising, Endowment, and Public 
Relations, to name a few.  

All of this is made possible by a group 
of wonderful and dedicated individuals.  
YOU!!!  You are the ones who make 
this Guild, this Opera Company, and 
this city so special!  It’s the reason I am 
so honored and excited to serve as your 
president for 2007-2008.  

Tulsa Opera selects new 
Interim General Director          

Dixie Reppe, a former Guild President 
and long-time member, has been 
selected to be the new Interim General 
Director of Tulsa Opera.  She comes to 
this position having the experience, 
energy and leadership needed, after 
serving in other executive positions--
President of Tulsa Opera Guild (1983-
85), President of OGI predecessor of 
OVI) in 1990, receiving the Partner in 
Excellence Award in 1996 from OVI, 
and six years as the  Executive Director 
of  the Tulsa YWCA.     

Congratulations, Dixie, and our best 
wishes and support to you as we 
work for a common cause – Tulsa 
Opera. 
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EDUCATION – Vice President

 
By Ginny Roberts  

Docent Training

 
– Marilyn Strange 

graciously opened her home for “extra 
summer sessions” of docent training.  
Guild members had a head-start 
learning about the upcoming season’s 
productions.  The last of these 
sessions will be Tuesday, August 14.  
Docent training will recess from 
August 15 thru October 2, 2007.  
Regular docent training is scheduled 
on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, beginning 
October 2, through November 20, 
2007, at Marilyn’s home.  Docent 
training begins at 10:00 a.m., and 
ends at 12:00 noon.  In a relaxing 
atmosphere, docents learn about 
opera in general, and the upcoming 
productions, extending their 
appreciation of this art.  

Opera Insights

 

– For a fun and 
informative early evening, schedule 
your calendar for September 20, 2007, 
Opera Insights at Harwelden – 2210 S. 
Main (valet parking available) –  
5:00 p.m. – Guild Membership Meeting 
5:30 p.m. – Wine and Cheese  
6:00 p.m. -- Program:  Tosca with 
Mark Armstrong.  

Speakers’ Bureau

 

– Gertrude 
Schmidt is our Speakers’ Bureau 
Chairman.  Please contact Gertrude at 
o.schmidt@sbcglobal.net.  Should 
there be a need for a speaker at your 
function, she will assist you in 
scheduling one of our prepared 
speakers.  

Tulsa Youth Opera

 

– The Tulsa 
Youth Opera is available to perform at 
Guild and community events.  Please 
contact Tressa Waggoner at the 
Opera office – 582-4035.  

The Metropolitan Opera Company 
Live in HD

 

– The Met will broadcast 
live, 8 operas in the 2007-2008 
seasons.  These transmissions are 
usually at 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays.  
The Tulsa Cinemark was last season’s 
location to view these broadcasts on 
the large screen, and possibly will be 
the viewing location again, for the 
2007-2008 season.  There is a ticket a 
senior discount price, also.  Final 
arrangements, dates, place and times 
may be found on our website at 

www.theguildoftulsaopera.com as they 
become available.  Marilyn Strange 
will briefly cover these eight operas to 
acquaint the docents with them at their 
regular training sessions scheduling 
one of our prepared speakers.  

HOSPITALITY – Vice 
President

 
By Jeanne Wiseley (soon to be Jeanne 
Hillman)  

What’s hot? What’s not?  Currently the 
outside world is going crazy with 
Bunco happenings!  There are four 
regional tournaments and a nationally 
televised Bunco World Championship!  
A few months ago, the front page of 
the Wall Street Journal stated that 
Bunco in the suburbs is making a 
strong comeback!  All of which brings 
me to this column and a quick history 
of Bunco.  

 

Bunco began as a progressive 
dice game in England. 

 

In 1855, Bunco was 
introduced to the U.S. during 
the gold rush. 

 

During the 1870’s, Bunco 
flourished throughout the 
country. 

 

In the 1920’s, Bunco dice 
parlors appeared in Chicago 
during prohibition. 

 

Since the 1980’s, the 
popularity of Bunco has 
steadily increased, particularly 
among suburban women.  

Bunco is a social dice game involving 
100% luck and no skill (there are no 
decisions to be made), scoring and a 
simple set of rules.  The object of the 
game is to accumulate points and to 
roll certain combinations.  It’s a game 
providing socializing and fun, which 
means it is accompanied by food and 
drink.  It’s played with tables of four 
people; a minimum of two tables, 
(eight players) is needed.  Prizes are 
awarded.  

Bridge-A-Thon.  At least 20 players 
are needed for a five-game series of 
progressive (party) bridge.  There 
would be an initial luncheon at one of 
the country clubs, and then the other 
four games would be played in homes 
over the net five months.  Prizes will 
be awarded at the April luncheon. 

We used to play Bunco and Bridge-A-
Thon as small fund-raisers for the 
guild.  Recently several people have 
asked about the possibility of reviving 
these groups.  If there is enough 
interest, we would love to revive one 
or both.  This would be a good 
opportunity for you to call your friends 
who might be interested in playing.  
Guild-membership is not a 
requirement.  If you are interested in 
either, please E-mail Carolyn Polston 
at cpolston1@sbcglobal.net or call 
299-2114.  Let Carolyn know which 
you are interested in and give a day 
and time preference.  

MEMBERSHIP - Vice

 

President

 

By Gina Covington  

Welcome New Members  
Donald Armstrong  John Bell  
Nickki Bell  Georgia Bischoff  
Suzanne Crabtree  Barbara Ellis  
Joy Chastain Emanuel 

 

Janet Gotwals  
Allen Hamilton  Ruth Harrison   

Shirley Hawkins  Charles Hembree  
Betty Ford Hembree  Rachael 
Hunsucker  Ragen Hunsucker  Bob 
Kendall  Cheryl Kletzker 

 

Wallace 
Kletzker Norma Kraft   Irene 
Letcher  Jenny Lizama   Laura 
Medina   Leslie Moore  Michael 
Moore  Gingi Reed   Kent Roberts  
Barbara Swayze   Katheryn Wheeler  

Loreta White  Jacqueline Wilson   
Aline Wisher 

   

Amici di Opera  

In the fall of 2006, the board of 
directors for the Guild of Tulsa Opera 
raised concerns about the shrinking 
membership and lack of young 
members in the guild. The board of 
directors moved to organize a task 
force to explore a new membership 
group that would target a diverse 
group of young professionals between 
the ages of 25-50.  The primary goals 
were to provide social and business 
networking opportunities for young 
professionals through the art of opera 
and to provide performance benefits 
and educational opportunities. The 
Guild was awarded a $1000 grant 

http://www.theguildoftulsaopera.com
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Amici di Opera (Continued)

 
from the Opera Volunteers 
International in the fall of 2006. Before 
the first event, it was decided to use 
the name “Amici di Opera,” friends of 
the opera.  The first event coincided 
with the production of Carmen.  The 
Tulsa Opera Company provided dress 
rehearsal tickets to anyone interested.   
Approximately 25 people attended the 
dress rehearsal followed by a 
gathering at Vintage 1740, a wine bar.  
As time progressed and more and 
more people were added to the list, it 
became evident that Tulsa was ready 
for a new young professional arts 
group.  By the second event, there 
were 110 people who had expressed 
an interest in “Amici.”  Originally, a 
social event was planned for April 16th, 
but was too close to the performance 
of Porgy & Bess.  The idea was to 
draw people to the opera first and then 
follow up with social activities.   The 
Tulsa Opera Company provided 
orchestra seating at a group rate of 
$30.00 per ticket.  Money from the OVI 
grant was used to contribute $15.00 
per ticket. Thirty people attended 
Porgy & Bess for $15.00 per ticket.  
During the summer of 2007, the guild 
has been making plans for the 
upcoming season.  The first opera for 
the next season is Tosca in mid 
October of 2007. The Tulsa opera 
company has agreed to provide artists 
for a salon performance and sit down 
dinner in a historic private home.  
Currently, work is being done on 
creating a brochure for distribution in 
late August. The following   

PROPOSED benefits will be included 
in the brochure: 

 

Each Amici member receives 
one complimentary ticket to 
dress rehearsal for all opera 
performances.  

 

Each member will receive 
copies of the “Voce”, the Tulsa 
Opera newsletter. 

 

Each member will receive the 
Special Occasions brochure 
from the Guild of Tulsa Opera.  

Membership will require an annual 
fee of $40.  

  
ENDOWMENT FUND

 
By Doris Hilst  

New IRA Rules 
Making Giving Easier Toward our 
Challenge Grant 
President George Bush signed into 
law, The Pension Protection Act of 
2006 which allows transfers from your 
IRA to go directly to a qualified 
charity.  

The provision provides an exclusion 
from gross income for certain 
distributions of up to $100,000 from 
your IRA or Roth IRA account, which 
would otherwise be included as part of 
your income. 
Requirements:  

 

Be at least 70 ½ 

 

Distributions may not exceed 
$100K per year 

 

Gifts must be transferred 
directly to charity 

 

No donor advised funds  

If you would like more information to 
see if the IRA Rollover would work 
for you,  please contact Doris Hilst at 
918-747-5716 or Mark Loeber at 918-
491-0079.  

Marlene McAllister 
Update!  

 

This is Don and I at a Christmas Ball 
hosted by Medical Center Hospital for 
our employees.  
The Odessa/Midland area is 

booming!  There is a shortage of 
housing, labor, and hotel rooms.  All, 
of course, the reason for a successful 
symphony season.  The University of 
Texas donated $45 million to the 
University of Texas at the Permian 
Basin for a 2000 seat performing arts 
center between the two cities.  There 
is an on-going capital campaign to 
raise more to bring the size and the 
acoustics up a notch.  

I have been keeping up with you!   
Congratulations on a booming year of 
your own!  Wow!  Sandal Stave's 
leadership has been terrific.  I know 
Tulsa Opera is proud and very grateful 
for your hard work.  
Best wishes for a wonderful new 

season.  Please stay in touch and 
keep me posted of all your wonderful 
endeavors this coming year.     

Gathering of the 
Presidents - President’s 
Advisory Council 
By Jean B. Roberts  

As always, President Sandy Stava 
was the "perfect" hostess for “The 
Gathering of the Presidents” on April 
25, 2007.  Lois Brown originally started 
this; then for several years prior to my 
administration in 2001 – 2003, there 
had not been one. The first was at the 
home of Doris Hilst in 2002 and there 
was a luncheon and update on the 
Guild.  Three of the past presidents 
joined after that one.  In 2003, Yolanda 
Staiger hosted, followed by Mell  
Littlefield, in 2004.  In 2005 this 
“rested” as it was our 50th 

ANNIVERSARY YEAR.  Under Sandy 
Stava’s administration, she changed 
the title to “The Gathering of the 
Presidents – President’s Advisory 
Council,” which is better since it is 
unlimiting to the type of event.  Again, 
“hats off” to Sanda Stava for 
instigating this event.  Many of these 
past presidents will continue to support 
opera and serve the Guild very well 
indeed.  As immediate Past President, 
Sandy Stava has scheduled “The 
Gathering of the President-president’s 
Advisory Council” meeting for 
September 26, 5:30 p.m., at her home, 
9328 South Indianapolis Avenue. 

 

Opera Volunteers International  

"The 2007 Opera Volunteers International 
(OVI) conference was hosted by the 
Central City Opera House Association 
Guild on July 19-22.  The Central City 
Opera House Assn. is celebrating their 
75th year!  The featured opera at the 
historic opera house was the opening 
performance of Menotti's The Saint of 
Bleeker Street.   
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Opera Volunteers International 
(Continued) 
Tulsa was represented by Jean Roberts, 
Caroline Polston, Kay and Franklin Miller 
and Orpha Harnish, with Orpha being 
elected to the OVI Board of Directors.   

The very interesting keynote speaker was 
John Hickenlooper, the mayor of Denver.  
He gave a message about the importance 
of the cultural arts, and their institutions, 
to a city.  Focus groups were held on 
Media and the Press, Marketing your 
Guild, the newest Technology, and 
Boutique management.   

“Thank You”  
        --      Union Bank  

It started 
in 1896, in 
Chandler, 
OK. but 
Janet 
Gotwals, 
president 
of the 
Tulsa 
branch of 
Union 

Bank, met members of The Guild of 
Tulsa Opera only a few months ago. 
The meeting took place in the One 
Summit Plaza, 5727 S. Lewis Ave., in  
Tulsa, in the newly opened branch 
bank, decorated in attractive 
Southwest decor.   She calls it "a very 
quiet little bank" with seven employees 
and a full-time police officer.     

An early bank officer gave this 
description of the bank's philosophy--
"A community bank is not about 
making money, it's about doing things 
for your community that nobody else 
will do.  You've got to put back in the 
community."   

And that's exactly what Janet Gotwals 
did after hearing about the mission 
and programs of the Guild to help 
Tulsa Opera.   She offered to 
underwrite the printing of our annual 
yearbook for 2007-08.  As a new 
member, her name is listed in that 
booklet.  We hope that she will receive 
our traditionally warm welcome.  Our 
sincere appreciation to a century-old 
bank--Union Bank.     

A Cookbook in the Making  

MMMMMMM, Good! Edemame 
Vegetarian Salad, Spinach Soufflé, 
Marinated Pork Roast, Minestrone 
Soup, Rum Cake, and Brandy 
Alexander! Whether it’s at a general 
meeting, Opera Insights, or a late night 
Notes Sessions with the Artists, Guild 
of Tulsa Opera members always eat 
well in response to many requests that 
the Guild publish a Cookbook, Kay 
Miller and Aline Wisher have agreed to 
take on the task. This means that you 
need to pull out your favorite recipes, 
review them carefully, print or type 
them neatly, and forward them to Kay 
or Aline, whose addresses appear 
below.  You can use e-mail or snail 
mail. You could even hand deliver 
them at a meeting! 
When the cookbook is compiled, it will 
be a fund-raiser for the Guild and 
should be popular not only with 
members, but with the community as 
well. At this point we don’t know how 
big the book will be, how long the work 
will take, or how much it will cost.  
Much of that will depend on you. Right 
now, we just know that we need your 
recipes as soon as possible!  We’ll 
keep you posted about the progress.  

SEND RECIPES TO:   

Kay Miller at  
11315 South Hudson Ave.  
Tulsa OK 74137   
EKayMiller@aol.com   

Aline Wisher  
14638 S. 52nd East Ave.  
Bixby, OK  74008  
AlineWisher@olp.net  

Party # 1 

 

Celebrating “Bubbles” 
A tribute to an American Diva 

B e v e r l y  S i l l s 
1929-2007 

Saturday, September 8, 2007 
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

 

Party # 2 
Gourmet Dinner 

& Cabaret 
Sunday, September 16, 2007 

 

5:30 p.m. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, 
OKLAHOMA!

  
SPECIAL OCCASIONS 

FUNDRAISER 

 
Centennial Celebration Supper 

Saturday, November 3,  2007    

 
5:00 p.m. 

 
$30.00 per person. 

 

Let’s fill 25 tables for 8 and enjoy 
an outstanding evening together.   
With your help, we can sell out

  

this fund-raiser!  So, spread the 
word to your church friends, golf 
buddies, etc. 

   

A Catered Hearty Dinner 

 

Entertainment  

 

Dancing  

 

Cash Bar 

 

And  more! 

 

Yo u can be the W INNER OF 
PRIZES

 

fo r o uts tan din g 
cre ativity sho u ld yo u cho o se to 
re pre se n t Oklaho m a’s h is to ry – 
pas t o r pre se n t.  Vin tage o r 
the m e d attire , im pe rso n atin g a 
fam o us Oklaho m an , o r spe cial 
table dé co r an d/ o r m e m o rabilia 
are jus t so m e o f the OPTIONAL 
ways to be the WINNER. 

 

Hallo w e e n co s tum e s , spo rts fan 
m e rchan dise an d Oklaho m a 
m e m e n to s are ple n tifu l in m an y 
Tu lsa lo catio n s to pique yo ur 
ideas. 

 

Se e m o re de tails an d m ake yo ur 
re se rvatio n s w he n yo u re ce ive 
yo ur Spe cial Occas io n s Bo o kle t – 
o r call in yo ur re se rvatio n s – to 
Lyndse y Mo rris 2 9 8 -2049 – It 
can be fo r 1, 2 , o r up to 8 to a 
table.  See you there!  Let’s hear it 
for OKLAHOMA! 
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